我的教育專欄(439)絕對錯誤的英文考試方法

李家同

	70年前我從初中(等於現在的國中)畢業的，當時我15歲。要進入高中當然要經過考試，我已經完全不記得英文考卷考什麼，但是我記得考題並不很難。也不只我一個人這麼認為，我們全班同學沒有一位叫苦連天的。

[bookmark: _GoBack]	現在我85歲了，英文進步了不知道多少，70年前我只看得懂一些簡單的英文文章，現在看國際媒體網站從不用查生字，看TIME雜誌也不要查生字，英國的Economics雜誌也無問題。沒有想到，我看今年會考的英文題目卻都不會做。也不是說完全不會做，而是我感到非常厭惡，因為這些考題究竟是考英文還是考別的東西?

	請看以下的題目: 
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	沒有想到英文考題裡還有計算題，而且要查前面所說的餐廳開放時間以及下面的圖表。這是考英文嗎?我實在不懂，考英文為什麽要考學生的計算能力以及查表能力?我只有說，這種考題無聊之至。

	下面一題更加令我感到十分困惑。
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	我當初初中畢業考高中的考卷中，一定沒有長篇大論的文章，有的話，我一定嚇昏了頭。請各位看下面的這篇文章，不要忘記，這是給國中三年級學生看的，而且是在考試時看的。
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	寫到這裡，我想起一件事，博幼基金會對小學畢業生有一個檢定考試，題目是中翻英，25題如下:

1. Jason的朋友是一位老師。
2. 那位演員喜歡看書。
3. 我們沒有六輛汽車。
4. 這些不是你們的腳踏車。
5. Tim的女兒高嗎？	
6. Luke每天喝可樂嗎？
7. Sue每天什麼時候打電話給她的朋友？
8. 你的兒子正在做功課。
 
9. 這位工程師每天吃魚。
10. 我的貓不喜歡喝水。
11. 他們每天在學校吃晚餐嗎？
12. 你覺得這支鉛筆如何？
13. Peggy的書桌是小的嗎？
14. 那些女孩們不看電視。
15. Paul和Ken悲傷嗎？
16. 我們老師的媽媽是一位醫生。
17. 她們的弟弟沒每天洗澡。
18. Andy不是Kelly的爸爸。
19. Jenny喜歡電影嗎？
20. 我弟弟有很多橡皮擦。
21. 他的學生們正在吃一個大蛋糕。
22. 妳和他喜歡鳥還是狗？
23. Mandy的姐姐是一位歌手。
24. Jim不是Tammy的好朋友。
25. Sally喜歡聽音樂嗎？

	博幼基金會小六學生平均答對18題，我請幾所國中一年級的學生也做這些題目，結果如下:

	
	中翻英25題中，平均答對題數

	博幼
	18

	A校(偏鄉)
	2.4

	B校(偏鄉)
	1.5

	C校(都會)
	13.5

	D校(都會)
	4.3

	E校(都會)
	3.8

	F校(都會)
	7.5

	G校(都會)
	6.3



	各位可以看出，即使是都會學校，學生的英文程度也不是很好的。當然他們做這些題目時是國中一年級，三年以後他們畢業，英文就能好到在短時間內看長篇文章然後回答問題，或者看兩張英文圖表，互相參考來回答問題?我實在不懂這是怎麽一回事。

	我們對青年學子的英文素養無非是能夠寫出正確的英文句子以及看得懂一般的英文文章。這種考試能夠因此知道學生會寫出正確的英文句子嗎?
	我認為考英文就是應該考英文，不該在考英文時要學生做計算題，更不應該要學生看圖表，絕對不應該要求國中生在短時間內看長篇大論的英文文章。

	這種英文考試一定會使學生厭惡英文，也絕對不可能考出學生真正的英文程度。教改的口號是「快樂學習」，這種考試題目可能使學生快樂學習嗎?

	這種考試題目唯一的效果就是使很多學生放棄英文了。
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Four Seasons’ Kitchen

Opening hours: 2:00~8:00 pm Tuesday~Sunday
(We're closed on Mondays and the second Sunday of every month.)

[Drinks|
70 L —1
Sreac  Fish - Letucs Grven'Tea - Gua + Loman
Garden Sandwich...... $80 Summer Rainbow...... S60
Bread  Chicken + Tomato - Chese ik Watermelon
Sunday Sandwich...... $90
Breac g+ s+ o+ Lt BlccTes » Apple

Winter Snow.
Chocolate Milk + s Cream

Good News: Star-Collecting Plan

# You get a star by ordering a sandwich or a drink,
# With 15 stars, you can get a $60 drink for free!

xu

2.

Amy went to Four Seasons’ Kitchen with her mother after she collected 15 stars. They

ordered two Garden Sandiches, an Autumn Wind, and a Winter Snow. Afer using the
stars, how much did they pay fo their meals?

@520, @520 ©smo. @s160.

Amy wants to bring her friends to Four Seasons’ Kitchen in August. She looks at her

clendar o pick time o gothere. Which e he tme and it e [ et 7]
can choose?

(4830 pm. August 1.
(B) 500 pm. August 11
(©)3:00 pm, August 13.
(D) 200 pm, August 8.
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FROM THE FARM TO THE TABLE: FIVE STAGES OF FOOD WASTE

ETPTEMIET » Throw away food of wrong shapes or sizes

«Grow more food than the market needs

shiz
[EXFTERIATICT] » Do not have refrigerators to keep food fresh
« Lose food that falls off the truck

Do ot have enough machines to make, keep and pack food

« Throw away food of wrong shapes or sizes.

« Throw away food that does not look fresh

 Order more food than they can sell

WHAT PERCENTAGE OF FOOD IN EACH AREA IS WASTED AT EACH STAGE IN 20147
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‘According to the reading, which is one of the reasons for food waste?
(4) Stores do not know how to pack food well,

(B) Farmers do not have enough machines to collect food.

(€) There i no refrigerator on the truck to keep food fresh.

(D) Factories do not have enough frucks to carry food to stores.

‘Which i true about food waste a each stage in the three parts of the world?

() For each area, the highest percentage of food waste happens at Stage 5.

(B) Europe has a lower percentage of food wasteat Stage 3 than the other two areas.

(©)North America & Oceania has 2 higher percentage of food waste at Stage 1 than
Europe.

(D)'South & Southeast Asia has a higher percentage of food waste at Stage 4 than the.
ofher fwo areas.
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Jesse Cohen Says / ﬁ iy e

‘Which would you give a boy for his bmhday atoy truck ora doll? If you choose the
truck. well you're not alone. Most people think that some toys are for boys and some
are for girls. We might pick building toys for boys and kitchen toys for girls. But why
dowe dothis? Are boys and girls really born with different interests in toys?

No, they are not. Children start to show different interests in toys at age three, but
only because at this time, they begin to learn about gender and to follow what others
of their gender do. If you give a girl kitchen toys, she will think they are girls toys
‘ecause she sees other girls playing with them. But if you give a girl a toy car and
show her a group of girls who are playing with cars, she'll play with the toy car and
think it is  girls'toy. This “watch and follow” habit often becomes a rule for both
‘boys and girls in choosing the ‘right” toys.

However, this rule can be bad for children. Different toys teach children different
things. Dolls help with their early language use, and building toys are good for
learning math and science. By playing with different toys, children can find out what
they are interested in or what they are good at. Ifthey only play one kind of toy, they
may lose this important chance. They may also get a wrong idea about what boys
or girls are able to do. Some doctors worty that children may use the same kind of
thinking when they look for jobs in the future. If they do, they may miss something
‘more important than just getting a chance to play with different toys. They may miss
‘many, perhaps better, chances in lfe.
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